Kentucky Watts Bar Lake
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TUEC Bass Tournament Trail

The Rye Engineering PLC 2026 Bass Challenge
Kentucky Lake at Paris Landing State Park
March 20th, 2026

To start this year’s TUEC Bass Tournament schedule, anglers traveled to West
Tennessee for The Rye Engineering PLC 2026 Bass Challenge at an angler’s old
favorite site, Paris Landing State Park on Kentucky Lake. Everyone’s expectations
were high with the start of the 2026 season being a month later than last year
hoping for better lake & weather conditions resulting in a better outcome than the
previous year. Well, three days before the tournament the weather was a roller
coaster regarding temperature and high winds with daily temperatures dropping
from the 70s down to 22 degrees at night with highs around 39 degrees for a couple



of days before the tournament. This dropped the lake water temps from 60
degrees down to 55 degrees two days before the tournament. The Day of the
tournament was sunny and windy warming up to 85 degrees at weigh-in, but the
fishing was cold for most of the anglers making it a tough day on the lake. Only 12 of
the 23 teams caught bass big enough to bring to the weigh- in. And once again, the
weather played a significant role in the outcome as participants battled.

While the anglers were working for the bass, back at the boat ramp a fish-fry with
all the fixings was being prepared for the anglers to feast on during the Weigh-in.
Seth Rye did not cut any corners on this old-fashioned fish-fry. Seth Rye broughtin a
AP . cooking team and several Rye Engineering
staff out of Houston County across the
Tennessee River to show their Irish heritage
of doing it right.

. Seth Rye Jesr Shires and Rusty Shires.

As the anglers were weighing in the catch, everyone enjoyed hot fried fish, fries,
slaw, white beans and hush puppies. Rusty Shires and his Daughter, Jesi Shires, did a
fantastic job on keeping everyone happy with plenty of fish! Can’t get no better
than that to finish an enjoyable day on the lake. Thank you Seth and everyone that
prepared the food and set up the tables and chairs.



2026 Rye Engineering PLC Kentucky Lake Tournament Results

Twenty-three teams would battle for the 1st Place Grand Prize of $1,726.00 with
payouts to the top 4 teams. This tournament also included a Big Fish Contest for 1%
& 2" places. The total payout was $3105.00. Teams from East, Middle and West

Tennessee blasted off around 6:40 a.m. and would return for weigh-in at 2:00 p.m.
central.
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As teams returned to the weigh-in, the temperature warmed up and the wind
picked up to make a rough ride back. After a tough day on the lake, only 12 out of
the 23 teams weighed-in 39 Bass for a total weight of 106.59 pounds for the day. If
it makes you feel better, around 30 pounds more than last year.
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First Place Award - left to right: Aaron Hyndman, Nik Newman (Presenting the check), and Dale Hyndman.

1°t Place: Team # 10— 15.25 Ibs., Aaron Hyndman (Cunningham U.D.) and Dale
Hyndman, $1,726.00



2" Place: Team # 12 — 14.17 Ibs., Landen Bradley & Bryant Bradley (Consolidated
Utility District), $545.00.

3™ Place: Team # 6 — 14.08 Ibs., Kenneth Dennis (Clarksville Utilities), & Cody Gregory
(502 Equipment), $363.00.



4™ Place: Team # 17 — 11.63 Ibs., Erik Hassell & Randy Johnson from Centerville
Utilities, $181.00.

Big Bass Results

1°t Place Big Fish: Team # 6 — 4.46 lbs., Kenneth Dennis (Clarksville Utilities), & Cody
Gregory (502 Equipment), $174.00.



2" Place Big Fish: Team # 5 — 4.28 |bs. Tim Thurman (CEMC) &Travis Callis (Southern

Sales Company), $116.00.

Sponsors of the TUEC Tournament Events

The TUEC Bass Tournament Trail, now in the 16™ year, would like to THANK ALL of our Sponsors
listed on our main Web Page at www.fishtaud.com and this tournament’s First Cast Title

Sponsor,” Rye Engineering PLC”, for their support and as a partner with the tournament trail.
Without this tremendous support from our sponsors, we would not be able to have events like
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Hospitality: We THANK the Paris Landing State Park personnel for their hospitality and
protection of our equipment and the safety of our staff and participants.

TUEC Tournament Event Volunteers

Last but not least, THANK YOU for our volunteers, listed below, and TAUD staff
working behind the scenes from 4 am through the weigh-in ceremonies to help
make this a successful event!

Ashley Wells, with Water Leak Relief.
Jason Fryer, with 811.

Ashley Morris, with Waypoint Analytical.
TAUD Staff

Tournament Photos







Hope to see you at The Hawkins 2026 Bass Challenge at Watts Bar Lake, Friday,
April 17th at Kingston City Park Boat Ramp, City of Kingston, 333 W Race St,
Kingston TN!

Visit fishtaud.com for upcoming tournament information!



TUEC Bass Tournament Trail

The Hawkins Bass Challenge
Watts Bar at Kingston, TN - April 17t 2026
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The TUEC Bass Tournament Trail traveled back to East Tennessee for an angler’s favorite,

Watts Bar Lake at the Kingston City Park Boat Ramp. The weather was perfect with warm
temperatures.




36 Teams would battle for the 15t Place Grand Prize of $1,817.00 with payouts to the top 6
teams. This tournament also included a Big Fish Contest for 15T and 2P Places. The total payout

was $4,155.00. Teams from East and Middle Tennessee blasted off around 6:45 a.m. and would
return for weigh-in at 2:00 p.m. eastern.

While the anglers were working for the bass, back at the boat ramp a fish-fry with all the fixings
was being prepared for the anglers to feast on during the Weigh-in. Jenny Moorehead, Hunter

Watson, and Tavia Lemmons with Hawkins did not cut any corners on this old-fashioned fish-fry.
Thank you!

As teams returned to the weigh-in, the weather cooperated with a smooth ride back, sunny
skies and 78 degrees. During the weigh-in, everyone enjoyed hot fried fish, fries, slaw, and
hush puppies. At the scales, all attendees got quite a show with 31 of the 36 teams weighing in

bags of Bass for a total weight of 415.46 pounds for the day! TAUD staff got quite the work out
and drenched weighing 139 angry bass.

What makes this tournament stop so popular?

Watts Bar Lake has made an incredible comeback in recent years, plus it fishes well. The

feedback from our membership anglers is positive in selecting this body of water as a
tournament trail stop and it has become a staple in our scheduling.

Hospitality: We THANK the City Manager, David Bolling, Police Chief Jim Washam, Officer
Roy Montgomery and Parks and Recreation Director J.R. Best for their hospitality and
support and protection of our equipment and the safety of our staff and participants. The
City of Kingston is a great host and takes care of everything behind the scenes.

2026 Watts Bar Tournament Results

- ———o - 7 -‘
i i, = ,-.e
gWEAM* ToraL Faour § 4oss LM 18 E] I e ——
2| e ’Ddbu*ﬂ‘l&“ﬂ“““mﬂu*ﬂiw&ma i i s Al 1 — LM 1R.A. T
1 ? w_\ Pielford / Civcis PueiCord — Sy Mo, Warer Plond SIET 1B_r~{ar\+- Bradww EEn s
=] TCaS Calis / Tin Thormon - Southern Soles ARt Ylee MeFall Dewong. Summson- TG AR 15 =
Y| CosevQuich / Gar 21241133133] Steve Tallent/Matt Tanent - Ehes hoe -
21t Jone s — Howkins 2 [os[qselal s, - Sernces systenl S |3 50] [Hce
. 2| ®candon Cobb / gonn - Water L : 2500 Byer [ Bill Clunk - TN/ Bol0 5 (aokim
._(o : eahPelieE | S |an|ua|a5]Cosy Groon /By Sexton — 6 Egutaant] Voex 15 15 e o
N3 choel TeFPeXeller / Jocob Heaton= flcoo S »oi]\isy Dawid Yorsel [ hickh I R e
"1 [&ussell White head / Cheis Poyne — Alcoal o037 H_[149 10459 Drptee Prondoteh | Trace Conta-Gii 1 (2351558
; L8| Sxeve Bostic/Sranly Hen\"ﬂtrlv—gl'gfumz Crsael S |293]1225]28] Devin Dais [SernEvans—Ficst U0 WnokConty | 5 [Beal i,
9 1_066 Sh um«*’clﬂhchau wmhn'm“di‘fg'_‘ Suwur A}| Losan Sumners | AovertRendtinson— \-\cMz\‘s.:‘n:‘.:.\\p_ S [232ism)
i = ~ W ocr it URD il
10| Ecic VonNoss Tessica heener- TANeY Loy 20| Geore Weadden] Dust] hogers \«?m‘w g %: l;,?"?
A \’-\T Timmy Bridges / Sockic Hormon — s oy 5 [200]12 49010 dovbic. Snow /[ Th Best - V\;'_:S;*“&\’\“él‘mb - “_‘5-“ n:s
i : =7 o e T - stRlace WS
JA| CresTones/ Tieoy Newman— cn.nzn“”‘7u.ou oo:m.ag,e;w N i 2:: r::f:: i’:\;o:‘i \.C;ﬁx“r;n-cwwmuww Aol
= PRl Y A2 Ve S
Y3 | hadeem Jachsan thﬂﬁb:n T ponmeacockioe] S |l Wes (hcloug Michae Guck= 13 Bt i
* @] Oowid AlEocd [Victor Alord— hingston sy enitceie T [ 252 1533]35] Meltin Bacagr/ Daliin Facier= Gl —c
Vo [ ac g whiteness / Brvan eurlec- TellicoVlose o200 1551 pydon Youns [ Hodan BEse!
f— — . Fifs+ 0.0 Wnek Cout : =T
V6 | i le o Shianec/ Nich Pridce F||4ammmum-.4y Board | 5 |435 !\:ﬁ: l\;Ef;Lr ff;o I,j_’fmg’ Tl ks ,
s - nina— il (i ! o y = o ) B
171§ Heath m‘yl_v:/h‘:rtm ":)5](,(\" LOVd'fﬂU"‘““‘S/W'" g ?‘:Z T AVETs A 3l7 |BB ;‘,m', 13 24|
= -\ a 2 k is
18] Trovis Wilians/

L Yheastern 1006 373 fae plees L =
1 Corter] hon Fishec= 52 .
QN adel (& - i =

| 5 2 >

'

e




For the following pictures: Along with the winning teams, pictured from left to right
representing Hawkins, Hunter Watson and TAUD Executive Director, Nick Newman.
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2" Place: Team # 34 — 17.56 Ibs., Wes Mcloud & Michael Buck (Y-12 / South
Pittsburgh), $678.00.



o (36 Ayreck,/elbert I

5[ Vevm s cves 6] [ iten] &
[ Teabis Calis [T Tt Steve Tallent /M Sl M s & |3 s0|Mon
Casey@ueh | Gortr i Jo 500 Fryer / Bil B/ iset |5 [ane/im

311t #]a5] Cody Groon /B Setton - Bad Equbrt] KaE, X [ES)

5 [Branden Cob/ Tohn -
G [0 cha Ter et [ acr] ol Daid Motz ] Pk loat rone o TR SR T] 5 [6 [1uy
i Mbugsel nitpngad /T b 14447 Jic vefa] D Bandolh [ Trace Cooks ~ i Zain bty | 95]4
\ B[ Sreee Beckic (Stunic] 5 |2 43]1228]%8| Covn Onis [5¢ PhEwas_First UG Rnexconnty | 5 [5a] 1ol
9 Todd Shuare [ Michae 33| Lozargiars [ haver - henirnren endasenviiie, i,
| 30 Ecte Vaosuret e 20 o in [ Dvs by Pogers = P aFen g 575550
i ) ) Tl 8y Faceear B EEE D B/ O Besi e [
4 D] Grasomes, Tiwhuwra] hase flenls X2 [k
13 deoman o caron T &0 [Em i 7 7 ECTN I
2 : o [ sfic ot /icha B - CElr
HE = 0 =) ?
PR et B i P O [
Faili Youns / M
feab> s

$488.00.

O J )

o 3 oSt B, 1

256 Pycece./Deibe)

Lo oy 2 [Briont &rad ey FEamen & ool g bgme]

e Tyler 1

| Veunpane/ o

Plan
Al Trwtis catis [TinT R T i [as] e Talen

—Towking >
L Codf Croei/Bo Gentn -

i sl e G

he B ol | race oot -GN
I

it

= £ U Ve ko

0 B
[ PR
T Beat ot &/ Lt
18] v Wil Lo

Tt
anl -

HPloce
338%)‘

4™ Place: Team # 26 — 16.70 Ibs., David Hutsell & Rick Waltermyer (South Blount

County UD), $380.00.
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'Watts Bar Lake at Kingston TN April 17%, 2026/
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6" Place: Team # 14 — 16.14 Ibs., David Alford (Kingston Utilities) & Victor Alford
(Advanced Backflow Testing & Repair), $135.00



Big Bass Results
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1°t Place Big Fish: Team # 31 —4.71 |bs., Robbie Snow & JR Best (Kingston Utilities),
$204.00.
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2" Place Big Fish: Team #19 — 4.70 |bs., Madelyn Carter (Southeastern Tank) & Ron
Fisher (Y-12), $136.00.
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Winners of the $100.00 drawing at the end of the weigh-in: Team #3, Tim Thurman
(CEMC) & Travis Callis, not pictured, (Southern Sales Company).
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Sponsors of the TUEC Tournament Events

The TUEC Bass Tournament Trail, now in the 16™ year, would like to THANK ALL of our Sponsors
listed on our main Web Page at www.fishtaud.com and this tournament’s First Cast Title
Sponsor,” HAWKINS CHEMICAL”, for their support and as a partner with the tournament trail.
Without this tremendous support from our sponsors, we would not be able to have events like
this for everyone to enjoy and to fund the annual TUEC Scholarships. THANK YOU!
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TUEC Tournament Event Volunteers
THANK YOU for our volunteers, listed below, and TAUD staff working behind the scenes from 4 am
through the weigh-in ceremonies to help make this a successful event!

Ashley Wells, with Water Leak Relief.
Jason Fryer, with 811.

Troy Davis, with Waypoint Analytical
TAUD Staff


http://www.fishtaud.com/

Next Tournament

The Bob Freudenthal Memorial Bass Tournament at Percy Priest Lake

Hoppy's Harbor Grill at Fate Sanders Marina & Boat Ramp
Sponsored By: Mike Wetherington & Southeastern Tank/Solution’s by SET
Wednesday, May 20*" 2026
Location: Percy Priest Lake at Fate Sanders Marina & Boat Ramp
3157 Weakley Lane Mt Juliet Tn 37122
For more information and to register online go to www. fishtaud.com
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