Kentucky Watts Bar Lake
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TUEC Bass Tournament Trail

The Rye Engineering PLC 2026 Bass Challenge
Kentucky Lake at Paris Landing State Park
March 20th, 2026

To start this year’s TUEC Bass Tournament schedule, anglers traveled to West
Tennessee for The Rye Engineering PLC 2026 Bass Challenge at an angler’s old
favorite site, Paris Landing State Park on Kentucky Lake. Everyone’s expectations
were high with the start of the 2026 season being a month later than last year
hoping for better lake & weather conditions resulting in a better outcome than the
previous year. Well, three days before the tournament the weather was a roller
coaster regarding temperature and high winds with daily temperatures dropping
from the 70s down to 22 degrees at night with highs around 39 degrees for a couple



of days before the tournament. This dropped the lake water temps from 60
degrees down to 55 degrees two days before the tournament. The Day of the
tournament was sunny and windy warming up to 85 degrees at weigh-in, but the
fishing was cold for most of the anglers making it a tough day on the lake. Only 12 of
the 23 teams caught bass big enough to bring to the weigh- in. And once again, the
weather played a significant role in the outcome as participants battled.

While the anglers were working for the bass, back at the boat ramp a fish-fry with
all the fixings was being prepared for the anglers to feast on during the Weigh-in.
Seth Rye did not cut any corners on this old-fashioned fish-fry. Seth Rye broughtin a
AP . cooking team and several Rye Engineering
staff out of Houston County across the
Tennessee River to show their Irish heritage
of doing it right.

. Seth Rye Jesr Shires and Rusty Shires.

As the anglers were weighing in the catch, everyone enjoyed hot fried fish, fries,
slaw, white beans and hush puppies. Rusty Shires and his Daughter, Jesi Shires, did a
fantastic job on keeping everyone happy with plenty of fish! Can’t get no better
than that to finish an enjoyable day on the lake. Thank you Seth and everyone that
prepared the food and set up the tables and chairs.



2026 Rye Engineering PLC Kentucky Lake Tournament Results

Twenty-three teams would battle for the 1st Place Grand Prize of $1,726.00 with
payouts to the top 4 teams. This tournament also included a Big Fish Contest for 1%
& 2" places. The total payout was $3105.00. Teams from East, Middle and West

Tennessee blasted off around 6:40 a.m. and would return for weigh-in at 2:00 p.m.
central.
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As teams returned to the weigh-in, the temperature warmed up and the wind
picked up to make a rough ride back. After a tough day on the lake, only 12 out of
the 23 teams weighed-in 39 Bass for a total weight of 106.59 pounds for the day. If
it makes you feel better, around 30 pounds more than last year.
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First Place Award - left to right: Aaron Hyndman, Nik Newman (Presenting the check), and Dale Hyndman.

1°t Place: Team # 10— 15.25 Ibs., Aaron Hyndman (Cunningham U.D.) and Dale
Hyndman, $1,726.00



2" Place: Team # 12 — 14.17 Ibs., Landen Bradley & Bryant Bradley (Consolidated
Utility District), $545.00.

3™ Place: Team # 6 — 14.08 Ibs., Kenneth Dennis (Clarksville Utilities), & Cody Gregory
(502 Equipment), $363.00.



4™ Place: Team # 17 — 11.63 Ibs., Erik Hassell & Randy Johnson from Centerville
Utilities, $181.00.

Big Bass Results

1°t Place Big Fish: Team # 6 — 4.46 lbs., Kenneth Dennis (Clarksville Utilities), & Cody
Gregory (502 Equipment), $174.00.



2" Place Big Fish: Team # 5 — 4.28 |bs. Tim Thurman (CEMC) &Travis Callis (Southern

Sales Company), $116.00.

Sponsors of the TUEC Tournament Events

The TUEC Bass Tournament Trail, now in the 16™ year, would like to THANK ALL of our Sponsors
listed on our main Web Page at www.fishtaud.com and this tournament’s First Cast Title

Sponsor,” Rye Engineering PLC”, for their support and as a partner with the tournament trail.
Without this tremendous support from our sponsors, we would not be able to have events like
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Hospitality: We THANK the Paris Landing State Park personnel for their hospitality and
protection of our equipment and the safety of our staff and participants.

TUEC Tournament Event Volunteers

Last but not least, THANK YOU for our volunteers, listed below, and TAUD staff
working behind the scenes from 4 am through the weigh-in ceremonies to help
make this a successful event!

Ashley Wells, with Water Leak Relief.
Jason Fryer, with 811.

Ashley Morris, with Waypoint Analytical.
TAUD Staff

Tournament Photos







Hope to see you at The Hawkins 2026 Bass Challenge at Watts Bar Lake, Friday,
April 17th at Kingston City Park Boat Ramp, City of Kingston, 333 W Race St,
Kingston TN!

Visit fishtaud.com for upcoming tournament information!



TUEC Bass Tournament Trail

The Hawkins Bass Challenge
Watts Bar at Kingston, TN - April 17t 2026
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The TUEC Bass Tournament Trail traveled back to East Tennessee for an angler’s favorite,

Watts Bar Lake at the Kingston City Park Boat Ramp. The weather was perfect with warm
temperatures.




36 Teams would battle for the 15t Place Grand Prize of $1,817.00 with payouts to the top 6
teams. This tournament also included a Big Fish Contest for 15T and 2P Places. The total payout

was $4,155.00. Teams from East and Middle Tennessee blasted off around 6:45 a.m. and would
return for weigh-in at 2:00 p.m. eastern.

While the anglers were working for the bass, back at the boat ramp a fish-fry with all the fixings
was being prepared for the anglers to feast on during the Weigh-in. Jenny Moorehead, Hunter

Watson, and Tavia Lemmons with Hawkins did not cut any corners on this old-fashioned fish-fry.
Thank you!

As teams returned to the weigh-in, the weather cooperated with a smooth ride back, sunny
skies and 78 degrees. During the weigh-in, everyone enjoyed hot fried fish, fries, slaw, and
hush puppies. At the scales, all attendees got quite a show with 31 of the 36 teams weighing in

bags of Bass for a total weight of 415.46 pounds for the day! TAUD staff got quite the work out
and drenched weighing 139 angry bass.

What makes this tournament stop so popular?

Watts Bar Lake has made an incredible comeback in recent years, plus it fishes well. The

feedback from our membership anglers is positive in selecting this body of water as a
tournament trail stop and it has become a staple in our scheduling.

Hospitality: We THANK the City Manager, David Bolling, Police Chief Jim Washam, Officer
Roy Montgomery and Parks and Recreation Director J.R. Best for their hospitality and
support and protection of our equipment and the safety of our staff and participants. The
City of Kingston is a great host and takes care of everything behind the scenes.

2026 Watts Bar Tournament Results
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For the following pictures: Along with the winning teams, pictured from left to right
representing Hawkins, Hunter Watson and TAUD Executive Director, Nick Newman.
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2" Place: Team # 34 — 17.56 Ibs., Wes Mcloud & Michael Buck (Y-12 / South
Pittsburgh), $678.00.
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4™ Place: Team # 26 — 16.70 Ibs., David Hutsell & Rick Waltermyer (South Blount

County UD), $380.00.
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elcome to the Hawikins 2026 Bass Challenge
'Watts Bar Lake at Kingston TN April 17%, 2026/
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6" Place: Team # 14 — 16.14 Ibs., David Alford (Kingston Utilities) & Victor Alford
(Advanced Backflow Testing & Repair), $135.00



Big Bass Results
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1°t Place Big Fish: Team # 31 —4.71 |bs., Robbie Snow & JR Best (Kingston Utilities),
$204.00.
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2" Place Big Fish: Team #19 — 4.70 |bs., Madelyn Carter (Southeastern Tank) & Ron
Fisher (Y-12), $136.00.
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Winners of the $100.00 drawing at the end of the weigh-in: Team #3, Tim Thurman
(CEMC) & Travis Callis, not pictured, (Southern Sales Company).
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Sponsors of the TUEC Tournament Events

The TUEC Bass Tournament Trail, now in the 16™ year, would like to THANK ALL of our Sponsors
listed on our main Web Page at www.fishtaud.com and this tournament’s First Cast Title
Sponsor,” HAWKINS CHEMICAL”, for their support and as a partner with the tournament trail.
Without this tremendous support from our sponsors, we would not be able to have events like
this for everyone to enjoy and to fund the annual TUEC Scholarships. THANK YOU!
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TUEC Tournament Event Volunteers
THANK YOU for our volunteers, listed below, and TAUD staff working behind the scenes from 4 am
through the weigh-in ceremonies to help make this a successful event!

Ashley Wells, with Water Leak Relief.
Jason Fryer, with 811.

Troy Davis, with Waypoint Analytical
TAUD Staff


http://www.fishtaud.com/

Next Tournament

The Bob Freudenthal Memorial Bass Tournament at Percy Priest Lake

Hoppy's Harbor Grill at Fate Sanders Marina & Boat Ramp
Sponsored By: Mike Wetherington & Southeastern Tank/Solution’s by SET
Wednesday, May 20*" 2026
Location: Percy Priest Lake at Fate Sanders Marina & Boat Ramp
3157 Weakley Lane Mt Juliet Tn 37122
For more information and to register online go to www. fishtaud.com



http://www.fishtaud.com/

TUEC Bass Tournament Trail

The Bob Freudenthal Memorial Bass Tournament
May 20%, 2026
Centerville Anglers Reels in 15T Place!

e May 20" 2024
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First Place Team — Team #24, Erik Hassell & Randy Johnson with Centerville Water & Sewer System.
Presenting check; Jason McGee (Southeastern Tank), TAUD Executive Director Nick Newman & Dustin
Dowdy (Southeastern Tank President)

The TUEC Bass Tournament Trail traveled back from East Tennessee to Middle Tennessee for the
second year of the Annual Bob Freudenthal Memorial Bass Tournament. This year’s tournament
was held on Percy Priest Lake at Fate Sanders Marina & Boat Ramp - Hoppy's Harbor Grill. The
intent of this event is to commemorate and honor Bob Freudenthal’s legacy and fund the Bob
Freudenthal Memorial TUEC Scholarship ($5,000.00) that will be awarded annually. Title Sponsors
of the tournament are Dustin Dowdy (Southeastern Tank/Solution’s by SET) and Mike
Wetherington (Individual Patron).



Maddie Carter with Southeastern Tank conducted the official blast off at 5:20 am.

The weather forecast was for overcast skies with scattered storms but for most of the day played
out well with only a few showers. The lake level was 4.5 feet below normal for this time of the year
due to drought conditions making things a little tricky with shallow areas on this lake and anglers
using caution navigating.

29 teams would battle for the 1%t Place Grand Prize of $1,705.00 with payouts to the top five teams.
This tournament also included a Big Fish Contest for 15T and 2P Places. The total payout was
$3665.00. Teams from East & Middle Tennessee blasted off with Maddie Carter keeping everyone
in order around 5:20 am and would return for weigh-in at 2:00 pm.

While the teams competed on the lake, back at the boat ramp Hoppy’s Harbor Grill was preparing to
feed all involved in the tournament and was sponsored by Southeastern Tank / Solution’s by SET and
Mike Wetherington. We all had a great time and Thank You!




Bob Freudenthal Memorial Bass Tournament at Percy Priest Lake Results
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As teams returned to the Boat Ramp for the weigh-in, the steady rain shower set in but did not
cool down the scales with 26 teams out of the 29 teams weighing 122 Bass for a total weight of
339.70 pounds for the day! Although the total weight was not quite as good as the Watts Bar
Tournament, it was not too shabby to finish the 2026 TAUD/TUEC Bass Tournament year. TAUD
staff got quite the work out and drenched weighing bass, but not by the rain.
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For the following pictures: Along with all the following winning teams, pictured from left to
right. Presenting check; Jason McGee (Southeastern Tank), TAUD Executive Director Nick
Newman & Dustin Dowdy (Southeastern Tank President)
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15t Place: Team #24 —17.68 Ibs., Erik Hassell & Randy Johnson with Centerville Water & Sewer
System, $1705.00
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2" Place: Team #27 — 17.54 Ibs. Robert Hendrixson and Logan Summers, Henderson Utility
District, $601.00.
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314 place: Team #30 — 17.45 Ibs. Taylor Lyttle and Tro
$384.00.
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4th Place: Team # 22 — 16.67 Ibs., Clark Cowley and Jeremy Walker, Harpeth Valley Utility District,

$275.00.
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5th Place: Team #10 — 16.39 i‘bs., Jaxson Bryant and David Bryant, Murfreesboro Water Resources,

$200.00

Big Bass Results

Resources, $240.00.

1st Place Big Fish: Team #8 - 5.10 Ibs.,
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2nd Place Big Fish: Team #27 — 4.95 Ibs., Robert Hendrixson and Logan Summers, Henderson
Utility District, $160.00.

Sponsors of the 2026 TUEC Tournament Events

The TUEC Bass Tournament Trail, now in the 16™ year, would like to THANK ALL of our Sponsors
listed on our main Web Page at www.fishtaud.com and The Bob Freudenthal Memorial Bass
Tournament First Cast Title Sponsor’s Dustin Dowdy (Southeastern Tank/Solution’s by SET) and
Mike Wetherington for their support and as a partner with the tournament trail. Without this
tremendous support from our sponsors, we would not be able to have events like this for
everyone to enjoy and to fund the annual TUEC Scholarships. THANK YOU!
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TUEC Tournament Event Volunteers
Last, but not least, THANK YOU for our volunteers, listed below, working behind the scenes from 4
am through the weigh-in ceremonies to help make this a successful event!

Water Leak Relief, Ashley Wells, has been a big support during the early mornings and
throughout the day at all our tournament for several years. Thanks Ashley!

Casey York, with Cumberland Insurance Agency (CIA), has again volunteered to help with this
tournament and we are very grateful for her support and time to do so. Thanks Casey!

Way Point Analytical, Ashley Morris and Troy Davis, have been a big support during the early
mornings and throughout the day at all our tournament for several years. | just wanted to

recognize these gentlemen and thank them for their support.

Jason Fryer, with 811, has volunteered to help with announcements (MC) during the morning of
the tournaments and at weigh —ins... after weighing his basket of bass. Thanks Jason!

Next Tournament

We are now planning for the 2027 TAUD /TUEC Tournaments

For more information and to register online go to www.fishtaud.com



http://www.fishtaud.com/
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See you next YEAR!
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