TUEC Bass Tournament Trail

The Rye Engineering PLC 2026 Bass Challenge
Kentucky Lake at Paris Landing State Park
March 20th, 2026

To start this year’s TUEC Bass Tournament schedule, anglers traveled to West
Tennessee for The Rye Engineering PLC 2026 Bass Challenge at an angler’s old
favorite site, Paris Landing State Park on Kentucky Lake. Everyone’s expectations
were high with the start of the 2026 season being a month later than last year
hoping for better lake & weather conditions resulting in a better outcome than the
previous year. Well, three days before the tournament the weather was a roller
coaster regarding temperature and high winds with daily temperatures dropping
from the 70s down to 22 degrees at night with highs around 39 degrees for a couple



of days before the tournament. This dropped the lake water temps from 60
degrees down to 55 degrees two days before the tournament. The Day of the
tournament was sunny and windy warming up to 85 degrees at weigh-in, but the
fishing was cold for most of the anglers making it a tough day on the lake. Only 12 of
the 23 teams caught bass big enough to bring to the weigh- in. And once again, the
weather played a significant role in the outcome as participants battled.

While the anglers were working for the bass, back at the boat ramp a fish-fry with
all the fixings was being prepared for the anglers to feast on during the Weigh-in.
Seth Rye did not cut any corners on this old-fashioned fish-fry. Seth Rye broughtin a
AP . cooking team and several Rye Engineering
staff out of Houston County across the
Tennessee River to show their Irish heritage
of doing it right.

. Seth Rye Jesr Shires and Rusty Shires.

As the anglers were weighing in the catch, everyone enjoyed hot fried fish, fries,
slaw, white beans and hush puppies. Rusty Shires and his Daughter, Jesi Shires, did a
fantastic job on keeping everyone happy with plenty of fish! Can’t get no better
than that to finish an enjoyable day on the lake. Thank you Seth and everyone that
prepared the food and set up the tables and chairs.



2026 Rye Engineering PLC Kentucky Lake Tournament Results

Twenty-three teams would battle for the 1st Place Grand Prize of $1,726.00 with
payouts to the top 4 teams. This tournament also included a Big Fish Contest for 1%
& 2" places. The total payout was $3105.00. Teams from East, Middle and West

Tennessee blasted off around 6:40 a.m. and would return for weigh-in at 2:00 p.m.
central.
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As teams returned to the weigh-in, the temperature warmed up and the wind
picked up to make a rough ride back. After a tough day on the lake, only 12 out of
the 23 teams weighed-in 39 Bass for a total weight of 106.59 pounds for the day. If
it makes you feel better, around 30 pounds more than last year.
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First Place Award - left to right: Aaron Hyndman, Nik Newman (Presenting the check), and Dale Hyndman.

1°t Place: Team # 10— 15.25 Ibs., Aaron Hyndman (Cunningham U.D.) and Dale
Hyndman, $1,726.00



2" Place: Team # 12 — 14.17 Ibs., Landen Bradley & Bryant Bradley (Consolidated
Utility District), $545.00.

3™ Place: Team # 6 — 14.08 Ibs., Kenneth Dennis (Clarksville Utilities), & Cody Gregory
(502 Equipment), $363.00.



4™ Place: Team # 17 — 11.63 Ibs., Erik Hassell & Randy Johnson from Centerville
Utilities, $181.00.

Big Bass Results

1°t Place Big Fish: Team # 6 — 4.46 lbs., Kenneth Dennis (Clarksville Utilities), & Cody
Gregory (502 Equipment), $174.00.



2" Place Big Fish: Team # 5 — 4.28 |bs. Tim Thurman (CEMC) &Travis Callis (Southern

Sales Company), $116.00.

Sponsors of the TUEC Tournament Events

The TUEC Bass Tournament Trail, now in the 16™ year, would like to THANK ALL of our Sponsors
listed on our main Web Page at www.fishtaud.com and this tournament’s First Cast Title

Sponsor,” Rye Engineering PLC”, for their support and as a partner with the tournament trail.
Without this tremendous support from our sponsors, we would not be able to have events like
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thls for everyone to enjoy and to fund the annual TUEC Scholarships. THANK YOU!
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Hospitality: We THANK the Paris Landing State Park personnel for their hospitality and
protection of our equipment and the safety of our staff and participants.

TUEC Tournament Event Volunteers

Last but not least, THANK YOU for our volunteers, listed below, and TAUD staff
working behind the scenes from 4 am through the weigh-in ceremonies to help
make this a successful event!

Ashley Wells, with Water Leak Relief.
Jason Fryer, with 811.

Ashley Morris, with Waypoint Analytical.
TAUD Staff

Tournament Photos







Hope to see you at The Hawkins 2026 Bass Challenge at Watts Bar Lake, Friday,
April 17th at Kingston City Park Boat Ramp, City of Kingston, 333 W Race St,
Kingston TN!

Visit fishtaud.com for upcoming tournament information!



